
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Day of Pentecost 

May 28, 2023 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                    *All who are able, please stand. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Leader: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 

one another. Most merciful God, 

All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 

free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Leader:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was 

given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 

sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen 

 

*Opening Hymn   

“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”      ELW 800 

 

*Apostolic Greeting                                                   pg 138 

Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

*Kyrie                                                                          pg 138 

Leader: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being 

of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 



*Hymn of Praise                                                         pg 139 

Leader: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s 

people on earth. 

All: Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, 

we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

Leader:  O God, on this day you open the hearts of your 

faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us 

by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right 

judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, 

through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

All:  Amen. 

 

First Reading:  Numbers 11:24-30           OT Page 121 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b                      OT Page 518 

Leader:  24O LORD, how manifold are your works!  

In wisdom you have made them all;  

the earth is full of your creatures.  

All:  25Yonder is the sea, great and wide,  

creeping things innumerable are there,  

living things both small and great.  

Leader:  26There go the ships,  

and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.  

All:  27These all look to you  

to give them their food in due season;   

Leader:  28when you give to them, they gather it up;  

when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.  

All:  29When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 

when you take away their breath, they die  

and return to their dust.  

Leader:  30When you send forth your spirit,  

they are created;  

and you renew the face of the ground.  

All:  31May the glory of the LORD endure forever;  

may the LORD rejoice in his works—  

Leader:  32who looks on the earth and it trembles,  

who touches the mountains and they smoke.  

All:  33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;  

I will sing praise to my God while I have being.  

Leader:  34May my meditation be pleasing to him,  

for I rejoice in the LORD.  

All:  35Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD! 

 

Second Reading:  Acts 2:1-21            NT Page 103 

 

 



Children’s Sermon 

 

*Gospel Acclamation  “Spirit of the Living God”    PW #131 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall fresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall fresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall fresh on me. 

 

Leader: The Gospel according to John, the 7th Chapter 

All: Glory to you, O Lord 

 

*Gospel:  John 7:37-39                         NT Page 87 

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord. 

All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                    Pastor Mark 

 

Hymn of the Day  “Spirit of Gentleness”         ELW 396 

 

*Apostles’ Creed                                 pg 105 
 

*Peace 

Leader:  The peace of Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

Offering     “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”           LBW 488                                                                 

1.  Breathe on me, breath of God; 

Fill me with life a new, 

That I may love all that you love 

And do what you would do. 

2. Breathe on me, breath of God, 

Until my heart is pure, 

Until with you I will one will 

To do and to endure. 

 

3. Breathe on me, breath of God; 

So shall I never die, 

But live with you the perfect life 

Of your eternity. 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

Leader: Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

All: We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have 

first given us – our selves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them 

for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of the People 

Each petition ends:  “Lord in your mercy” 

Response:  “Hear our prayer” 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

 

*Benediction 

 

*Sending Hymn   “God of Our Fathers”                  LBW567  

 

1. God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 

leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

of shining worlds in splendor through the skies: 

our grateful songs before your throne arise. 



 

2. Your love divine has led us in the past; 

in this free land by you our lot is cast; 

oh, be our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay; 

your word our law, your paths our chosen way. 

 

3. From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, 

make your strong arm our ever sure defense. 

Your true religion in our hearts increase; 

your bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 

4. Refresh your people on their toilsome way; 

lead us from night to never-ending day; 

fill all our lives with heav'n-born love and grace 

until at last we meet before your face. 

 

*Sending 

Leader: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

********************************************************** 

OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK AT BETHLEHEM 

Today:    9:30  Worship - Pentecost 

  10:30  Fellowship 

Wednesday:   9:30  Bible Study 

Thursday:   1:00  Altar Guild 

Sunday:   9:30  Worship/Communion 

    Rite of Confirmation  

  10:30  Fellowship 

********************************************************** 

 

Funeral for Joy Mortensen is going to be Thursday, June 

1st, at 10:30 AM, with lunch following, and then burial at 

North Lawn in Spencer.   
 

On Sunday, June 4, four of our students will affirm their 

baptism with the Rite of Confirmation: Blake Essing, 

Regan Meyer, Sarah Phillips, and Maggie Schoelerman. 
 

Vacation Bible School will be held June 12th through 15th. 

Pick up registrations under bulletin boxes. 
 

Giving Moment:  Memorial Day was started after the 

appalling loss of life during the Civil War.  Each side gave 

many lives for the cause they believed in.  Fortunately, the 

union held and we still have the United States today.  Since 

then, many more have given their lives in the interest of our 

country.  They didn't want to be killed, but they made 

themselves vulnerable and knew the risks.  It is fitting, then, 

that we pray a prayer of thanks for their sacrifice, and pray 

for the spirit of sacrificial giving using our own resources as 

the Lord has called us. 

.  

-Heidi Steffen Mogush--Stan 

Helmkamp (brother of Don 

Helmkamp)--Jan Englert--family 

of Mike Fisher (father of Mindy 

Means’ niece)--Michelle Essing--Friend of Mindy Means 

-Diana Stevens (another friend of Mindy Means)--Jane 

Kruse--family of Bud Meyer (grandfather of Iesha Toft) 

(Please call the church office to add someone to the prayer 

list.  Requests stay on the list for one month unless you 

instruct us to do otherwise.) 



. 

You may pick up a May 

Newsletter from basket 

under the bulletin boxes. 
 

Congratulations on your retirement Harold “Bud” 

Yungbluth Jr.  Thank you for your loyal and dedicated 50 

years of service to the Royal Fire Department and the 

surrounding community.  Please come for a retirement 

party in honor of Buddy!  They will have refreshments, 

snacks, cash bar and a chance to honor Bud’s 50 year of 

service.  Location:  The Great Hall, Royal, Iowa June 11th 

from 1:00-3:00. 

 

 

 
Men: Wear Your Ties for Father’s Day! 

Sunday, June 18 is Father’s Day.  Just as our women wore hats 

on Mother’s Day, our custom at Bethlehem is for the men and 

boys of all ages to wear ties on Father’s Day.  If you don’t have a 

tie, you can get one for quarter or two at a thrift shop.  Or, a strip 

of cloth will do.  Whatever you wear, come and celebrate a day 

when we say THANKS AND GOD’S BLESSING for faithful 

fathers, so important for today’s families. 

 

 

Offering Report     May 21st:       Attendance:   92        

Offering:  $1,570.50 

 

 

May Mission of the Month 

St.Luke bingo prizes 

 
Suggestions for Prizes 

Cheese & Crackers, Toothpaste, Diabetic Candy,  

Perfume/Cologne, Body Wash/Lotion, Caramel Corn,  

Jewelry, Fun size candy bars, Seasonal Knickknacks, 

Granola Bars , Candy, Potato Chips, Cereal Bars, Peanuts, 

Gum, Stuffed Animals, Cookies, Puff corn 

 
. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: Church Office:  933-2229 

• Pastor Mark Wilms: E-mail:  

pmamlw@royaltelco.net 

• Pastor’s home phone:  712-933-5545 

• Pastor’s cell phone: 507-251-8993 

• Lynn Wilms cell phone: 507-251-9242 

• Secretary Cindy Buren:  E-mail:  

blc@royaltelco.net 

 

 

 

mailto:pmamlw@royaltelco.net
mailto:blc@royaltelco.net


Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart (ELW 800) 

 

1. Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 

wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 

stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart, 

and make me love you as I ought to love. 

 

2. I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, 

no sudden rending of the veil of clay, 

no angel visitant, no op'ning skies; 

but take the dimness of my soul away. 

 

3. Have you not bid me love you, God and King; 

all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind? 

I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling. 

Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find! 

 

4. Teach me to love you as your angels love, 

one holy passion filling all my frame: 

the baptism of the heav'n-descended dove, 

my heart an altar, and your love the flame. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Spirit of Gentleness” – ELW 396 

Refrain 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

1. You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of 

sleep; 

and over the eons you called to each thing: 

"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  

 

Refrain 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

2. You swept through the desert, you stung with the 

sand, 

and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 

and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 

then you spoke through your prophets to open their 

eyes.  

 

Refrain 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 



3. You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 

then you whispered in silence when the whole world 

was still; 

and down in the city you called once again, 

when you blew through your people on the rush of the 

wind.  

 

Refrain 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

4. You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 

From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream 

dreams; 

our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

With bold new decisions your people arise.  

 

Refrain 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numbers 11:24-30 
24So Moses went out and told the people the words of 

the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and 

placed them all around the tent. 25Then the Lord came 

down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the 

spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and 

when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But 

they did not do so again. 26Two men remained in the camp, 

one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the 

spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, 

but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they 

prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told 

Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the 

camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, 

one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop 

them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my 

sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and 

that the Lord would put his spirit on them!” 30And Moses 

and the elders of Israel returned to the camp. 
 

Acts 2:1-21 

2When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together 

in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound 

like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 

among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 

living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered 

and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 

in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they 

asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And 



how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 

belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 

hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were 

amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does 

this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled 

with new wine.” 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, 

let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, 

these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock 

in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the 

prophet Joel:  
17‘In the last days it will be, God declares,  

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,  

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  

and your young men shall see visions,  

and your old men shall dream dreams.  
18Even upon my slaves, both men and women,  

in those days I will pour out my Spirit;  

and they shall prophesy.  
19And I will show portents in the heaven above  

and signs on the earth below,  

blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,  

before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  
21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’ 

 

John 7:37-39 
37On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus 

was standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty 

come to me, 38and let the one who believes in me drink. As 

the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow 

rivers of living water.’” 39Now he said this about the Spirit, 

which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was 

no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



*Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

 


