CROSS CURRENTS
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Bethlehem
Lutheran Church is committed to making
disciples for Jesus Christ through our thoughts,
words and deeds.
VALUES STATEMENT: We are a discipleship
driven ministry, inviting all people to become
disciples for Jesus Christ, nurtured by scripture
and prayer. We are a community of caring and
forgiving people who create a nurturing and Christian environment where
everyone feels welcomed. Working cooperatively, we serve as a leader in
partnering with families, businesses and other churches to maximize the
outreach services available to the Christian community. We strive to serve
as a cornerstone of the community.

January, 2023
******************************************************
A Word or Two…by Pastor Mark
As we close up the year and start out on 2023, I want to wish
everybody God’s grace more strongly than ever before. It’s been a
very good year but also one that contained heartache and challenges.
Death has visited in time of tragedy, but also has blessed the life of our
oldest member with her final journey to the Lord. All of our dead
were baptized in His name, all sincere believers in Christ’s
redemption. All are in the eternal Kingdom with the other saints we
have known. We take our gifts, our good deeds as well as our sins, to
the foot of the cross. There they are covered with the blessed blood of
Jesus. For that, we will never cease our praise of such a wonderful
God.
I, too, praise Him for the privilege of serving six years now at
Bethlehem. On February 1st, 2017, I left the ELCA and started my
work at Bethlehem of the LCMC. I have never regretted that decision.
I feel very much like I’m in the right church body now. The LCMC is
centered on the cross of Christ, while not neglecting the work we must
do here. And I feel one with you in ministry at Bethlehem. I have not
known such a supportive congregation, ever.

What do we plan going into the new year? Well, of course we will
continue with Bible study, worship, 5th Gospel events, home
communion, responding to hospital and counseling needs, working
with the leadership and all the members on whatever we can do to
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. Most important, our plans need to
correspond with what God wants us to do, and if we approach it
prayerfully, they will.
I want to thank my wonderful fellow staff members, the leadership of
Bethlehem, and all of its members and friends for your love in Christ.
May you be strengthened and made joyful in the hope He brings us all.

Faith and Life Bible Study
Faith and Life Bible Study is
now into the history of the
Church in Bible study form.
Each week we look at a few
important events in a particular
century and discuss them using a passage from God’s word.
Faith and Life meets in the Fellowship Hall Mondays 6:30-8:00 PM,
and Wednesdays 9:30-11:00 AM (take your pick: same content at
both). Come and relax, have some treats, and enjoy getting into God’s
word as it impacts our daily lives.

•
•
•

For peace in the new year both in
the world and in our own nation.
For health and happiness as we
serve the Lord through
Bethlehem.
Gratefulness for all the ways that
God brings joy to our day.

Giving Minute
The new year is a great time to recommit your giving of time and
resources to the Lord. We do this not just to keep an organization like
our church going. As much as we love Bethlehem, it’s not about that.
It’s about saying “thank you” to our great God by giving as He has
given to us. He has blessed us with life and resources and help in time
of need. The least we can do is answer the call of His Spirit to use our
gifts for His kingdom. Our most important gift is the time we take
together in worship. Especially in these days, we need to be together
in weekly worship. Then we use our time also for what we can do
both in the congregation and out in the community to bring hope to
others in His name. We also give our money and other resources to
support our many ministries. Whether it is the biblical model of the
tithe (10% of income), some other percentage, a set amount, or
whatever way the Spirit moves you, all financial gifts are needed and
appreciated.

January Mission of the Month
GRAND AVENUE FREE MEDICAL
CLINIC
We collect paper towels and antibacterial
wipes for the clinic. Please consider this
as you do your shopping this month. We
would like to provide a generous donation to the clinic for the
health of many people in need.

5th Gospel January 29!
January is a 5-Sunday month, and that means the last Sunday will be a
5th Gospel, where we do something out of the ordinary. This time the
theme will be “Look Who Came to Visit.” We got the idea from
paging through the guest book in the sanctuary and entries that go back
to the 1970s. On January 29, we will have scriptures that feature
stories of people visiting others in the Bible, plus a message and
hymns with that theme in mind. We will also run off many of the
entries in the guestbook so you can reminisce about the people who
came to visit our worship over the years.

Annual Meeting January 22
Bethlehem’s Annual Meeting will be held
after worship on Sunday, January 22. It will
be a chance for you to hear about ministry
going on through our congregation, to elect
people to office, and affirm the budget for
2023. A meal will follow!

We will be needing your written and financial reports for our
annual report. All written reports need to be in the church office
by January 3rd. All financial reports need to be in by January 9th.

Meal Train is still needed for the
Youth Group meals on Wednesday
night. Their link is
mealtrain.com/trains/2e4515.
Any questions contact Lee Pierce.
Volunteers needed for January.
We’d love to have YOU share your
cookies, bars, rolls, or anything.
There is a calendar on the bulletin
board outside pastor’s office where you can put your name on a
Sunday this year. If you (or you with a friend) sign up, you
should bring enough pieces and/or cookies for about 100
people.
January 1st & 8th
January 15th
January 22nd & 29th

Heidi Steffen Mogush--Bill Burgeson
-family of Javan Kruse--family of Joyce
Muckey (mother of Marlena Tewes)
-Wyatt Mugge (Please call the church office to add someone to
the prayer list. Requests stay on the list for one month unless you
instruct us to do otherwise.)

Volunteers needed
Maureen Haroldson
Volunteers needed

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES:
Clint Hoermann, Shelby Betz, Dennis McClain, Megan Kruse,
Rachel Findling, Brandon Swanson, Rhonda Englert, Lenah
Meyer, Bret Roberts, Marvin Joenks, Rochelle Christensen, Roger
Huberg, Deena Shiley, Riley Houston, Cole Maaland, Kay
Thompson, Brynn Sherman, Brenda Mackedanz, Jackson Steffen,
Joan Moldovan, Scott Glackin, Vera Toft, Steve Hegwer, Cindy
Crouch, Greg Toft, Ryan Kruse
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES:
Orlin & Mary Lundbeck, 59 years

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council Meeting
The Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council Meeting started at
7:01 p.m. on Wednesday, December 21, 2022 with Devotions.
Members present were Betsy Schoelerman, Pastor Wilms, Mark
Joenks, Lisa Shiley, Dan Brugman, Lenah Meyer, Amanda
Mugge, Lee Pierce & Kathy Hegwer.
Secretary’s Report: The November report was reviewed.
Motion to approve the November report was made by Lee and
seconded by Kathy. Motion carried by council.
Treasurer’s Report: The November report was reviewed. We
received the check from Hope Lutheran Church for Bible Camp.
Motion to approve the November report was made by Lee and
seconded by Kathy. Motion carried by council.
Pastor’s Report: Christmas Eve service is on Saturday at 5:00
pm. Christmas Day service will be on Sunday at the normal
worship time. Pastor will be out next Monday – Friday. Coming
up on January 15th, the Cherish Center will be here and the
annual meeting is scheduled for January 22nd. January 29th is
the next 5th Gospel Sunday.
Stewardship Report: No update.
Finance Report: Pastor, Betsy, Dan & Lenah met a couple
weeks ago to start going over the 2023 budget. The biggest
change will be the church’s gas budget for Black Hills Energy
due to the price increases. They also discussed options to help
cut costs by sending out the monthly Cross Currents by e-mail
and mailing copies to member’s who request a paper copy.
There will also be a few copies printed at the Church for anyone
to pick up if wanted. We will also start email out the weekly
announcement portion of the weekly bulletin to start utilizing the
screens and not print so many. We will still provide the large
print bulletins for those that use them.
Outreach Report: No update.
Education Report: Children’s Christmas Program was this last
weekend and it went very well. Instead of goodie bags, the kids
each received a Christian Christmas book.
Property Report: No update.

Old Business: Election Ballot – Jim Christensen is taking
Lenah Meyer’s spot as Finance co-chair. Amanda Mugge will
stay on for another term on the Education co-chair. There is still
one spot open as the Property co-chair.
New Business: We received special donations from Home
State Bank, Pam Santage, Linnea Graen & Eleanor Nielsen that
need to be allocated. A motion to use whatever is needed of
these donations to redo the children’s busy bags and wait to
allocate the remaining funds until the February meeting was
made by Dan and seconded by Lee. Motion carried by council.
Motion to adjourn was made by Dan and seconded by Lee.
Meeting was ended at 7:43 pm with the Lord’s Prayer. The
Annual Meeting will be held following Church Service on
Sunday, January 22nd. Next regular meeting will be held on
January 18th.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lenah Meyer, Secretary

If you would like to make a donation to any of the following
funds make check out to
Bethlehem Lutheran and note which fund you would like your
donation to be applied .
Current donations:
Furnace/AC fund: $8,171.92
Goal: $10,000.00
Parking Improvements: $16,302.82 Goal: $20,000.00

Dear friends, family and church family,
NOTE: Kent will be leaving for Abaco on January 12th.
As you know, I have been to Haiti a number of times
on mission trips. I want to return there, but the extreme
political unrest does not permit it at this time. However,
Many Hands will have a January 2023 mission to Abaco,
an island in the Bahamas. Thousands of Haitians have
fled there to escape the persecution in their own country,
and so, along with Abacoan citizens, were devastated by
the category 5 Hurricane Dorian in 2019.Thousands lost their
lives.

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE
January 1
Blake Essing
January 8
Grant Meyer
January 15
Maggie Schoelerman
January 22
Daniel Boblit
January 29
Regan Meyer
ALTAR GUILD
Barb Fletcher Linda Yungbluth
LITURGICAL COLORS
January 1-8
White
January 15-29
Green

I'll gladly donate my time and funds to help, but I also need
support to afford the trip. If you feel led to help us be Jesus's
hands and feet to His people on this small Caribbean island,
please make out your donation to Royal Bethlehem
Lutheran Church in the name of Kent Means.
As always, any monies not needed will go to the
people of Abaco. And always, we need your prayers.
Bless you and thank you,
Kent Means

USHERS
Lisa Swanson
Greg Toft

Gary Toft
Sherman Nielsen

SCRIPTURE READER CHAIR
Allison Goyette

COMMUNICATIONS:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Pastor: Rev. Mark Wilms
Church Office: 712-933-2229
Pastor’s E-mail: pmamlw@royaltelco.net
Pastor’s Cell Phone: 507-251-8993
Pastor’s Home Phone: 712-933-5545
Lynn Wilms' Cell Phone: 507-251-9242
Secretary’s (Cindy Buren) E-mail: blc@royaltelco.net
Secretary’s Office Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday
Website: www.royalbethlehemlutheran.com
Kitchen and Hallway Phone: 712-933-2244
Youth leader: Haley Bogh blcyouth.royal@gmail.com

